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Abstract

The objective of this study was to evaluate the effectiveness of leprosy program under
the 5 year Leprosy Strategic Plan (2010-2014) and 6 year Leprosy Strategic Plan (2015-2020) of
Thailand. The evaluation criteria was the target of the Leprosy Strategic Plan of Thailand and
World Health Organization, and leprosy key indicators. Study populations were 23 leprosy
supervisors including leprosy related data between 2010 and 2017. Frequency and percentage
were used to analyze quantitative data while content analysis was used to analyze qualitative
one.

It was found that the leprosy program achieved the target of the 5 year Leprosy
Strategic Plan (2010-2014) of Thailand; the target of the Enhanced Global Strategy for Further
Reducing the Disease Burden due to Leprosy (2011-2015) of WHO; the criteria of key indicators
namely the number of registered cases/prevalent rate and the number of new cases/new case
detection rate per 10 000 populations, treatment completion rate and the number of districts
with zero number of newly detected case. The leprosy program was not able to achieve the
criteria of key indicators namely the number and proportion of child new cases, the number
and proportion of new cases with disability grade 2 and the proportion of new cases geting
treatment within 12 months since the disease’s onset. It may be possible to achieve the target
of 6 year leprosy Strategic Plan (2015-2020) of Thailand and the target of Global Leprosy
Strategy (2016-2020) of WHO, if case detection activities are strengthened.

In order to achieve the target of the mentioned plans, the authors suggested to
accelerate new case detection to detect accumulated undetected cases as much as possible
within 2019 that may lead to the number of new cases and those with disability grade 2 to be
less than 100 and 20 respectively in 2020. In order to achieve the other indicators that may
lead to sustaining leprosy elimination; the authors also suggested to reconsider the target areas
determined for intensive new case detection, conduct activities and research in order to reduce
delay in treatment, promote MDT completion, and establish efficient surveillance-diagnose-

treatment system for foreign born populations.

Keywords: leprosy, effectiveness, evaluation
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ANULIMINT T NIveensuAIUANTSA FeimuInLUIMIeNITinuIvetesdniseunielandeld
(Ahmed, 2004)
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